
TO TALK POLICY

USING TIKTOK



DON’T OVERTHINK 
STORYTELLING
● TikTok is just another tool to tell your story
● Trends come and go; focus on constants



MULTIDIMENSIONAL CONTENT

● Some sort of action; exposition that can be told through video

● A process that can be illustrated (expression, graphics, clips)

● Strong characters that can offer quotes or compelling 
testimony

● Elicits some form of emotional reaction

● Information is complementary, not redundant

● Your message/page/brand is presented in a nonlinear format

● Audience is active: engage them directly



EXAMPLES!

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1QlDTWtfqQ924Ye0apAdNWJLmT6xVpvKV/preview
https://docs.google.com/file/d/1Vp6PLap1WhW3mnYmFS1UC3ETVf8izu4W/preview


BEYOND “BEGINNING,” “MIDDLE,” AND “END”
● Break it down into constituent parts

● Who are the main characters in your story?

● What is the event or situation? What is the context?

● When is it happening? Now? Future? Past historical context?

● Where is it happening? Different parts of the nation or world?

● Why is it happening? What different elements led to the 
problem?

● How did it happen? How do we fix it?

● Understanding these parts will help you decide what media are 
necessary to tell your story



EXAMPLES!

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1-KZJB4QsV8RwZGqeoP3UDgBwtE7logIU/preview
https://docs.google.com/file/d/1WlNWi5zKZUDqJnSE9wNIYGcBWJtgmzs9/preview


SIX CONTENT LANES

1. Update Me – the classic news brief

2. Keep me on trend – “What’s trending right now?”

3. Give me perspective – What are the different perspectives on 
a given topic?

4. Educate Me – Teach me something (i.e. History or Science 
Lessons)

5. Inspire me – Inspirational stories

6. Divert Me – Funny or shocking videos



EXAMPLES!

https://docs.google.com/file/d/145dJSpHvup_zdYUIgumLWe5IECIYIMay/preview
https://docs.google.com/file/d/1HrMKyzGtWttFThzpQ-bBmrH0AeeuL4Vb/preview
https://docs.google.com/file/d/1-FeIQdOye37wcxvpbO15jCMfHxBuVwJY/preview
https://docs.google.com/file/d/1G0rEpBfK1y6BiDFbAJuORGaHxIsQfZRk/preview


TECHNICAL CHECKLIST

1. At least :60, less than 3 min.

2. Cut out pauses, breathing, filler words

3. Don’t bury the lede!

4. Decent lighting and audio (clear image, clear sound)

5. Jarring visual change in first two seconds; after that, every five

6. Script it out informally, make bullet points, use a teleprompter

7. Your audience will reflect your presenter



(GOOD AND BAD) EXAMPLES!

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1s_sOoeKk-AYOzdlwFUDvciJoBKZG3X_i/preview
https://docs.google.com/file/d/1H3QSIg_YxLOWwoX7LwXC3Awdn1FPOyfP/preview
https://docs.google.com/file/d/1OvfaPPk43iCT98cnWcslOIn7KLTEmn1w/preview
https://docs.google.com/file/d/1rGh-emv7Ywdj27CluASqiv65rKt_6Sre/preview


Questions

Camaron Stevenson
camaron@couriernewsroom.com


